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Advanced Skill Certificate in Legal Portuguese for Real Estate

Property Law in Portugal

Property Law in Portugal: Key Terms and Vocabulary

Understanding property law in Portugal is essential for anyone involved in real estate transactions or
disputes in the country. This course aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the key terms and
vocabulary used in Portuguese property law to help you navigate legal documents, contracts, and
discussions related to real estate.

1. Property Rights (Direitos Reais)

Property rights in Portugal are regulated by the Civil Code and encompass various types of rights over
immovable property. These rights are known as direitos reais and include ownership, easements, and other
real rights.

- Propriedade (Ownership): The most comprehensive property right, allowing the owner to use, enjoy, and
dispose of the property as they see fit. Ownership is transferred through a deed of purchase and sale
(escritura).

- Usufruto (Usufruct): The right to use and enjoy someone else's property, including the right to receive any
fruits or income generated by the property.

- Servidao (Easement): A real right that grants the holder a specific use or benefit over another person's
property, such as a right of way or a right to light.

2. Real Estate Transactions (Transacdes Imobiliarias)

Real estate transactions in Portugal are subject to specific legal requirements and procedures to ensure the
validity and enforceability of contracts. Some key terms and concepts related to real estate transactions
include:

- Contrato Promessa de Compra e Venda (Promissory Contract of Sale): A preliminary agreement between
the buyer and seller outlining the terms and conditions of the future purchase and sale of a property.

- Escritura Publica (Public Deed): The final deed of purchase and sale signed before a notary public, which
transfers ownership of the property from the seller to the buyer.

- Imposto Municipal sobre Transmissdes Onerosas de Imoveis (IMT): The property transfer tax paid by the
buyer upon the purchase of real estate in Portugal.
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3. Land Registry (Registo Predial)

The Land Registry in Portugal (Conservatéria do Registo Predial) is a public service that records property
rights and transactions to provide legal certainty and transparency in real estate dealings. Some key terms
related to the Land Registry include:

- Registo Predial (Land Registry): The official record of property rights, ownership, mortgages, and other
encumbrances related to real estate in Portugal.

- Prédio (Property Unit): A distinct and independent unit of property, such as a house, apartment, or land
parcel, that can be registered in the Land Registry.

- Incumprimento (Non-compliance): Failure to comply with the legal requirements for registering property
rights or transactions in the Land Registry, which can lead to legal challenges and disputes.

4. Lease Agreements (Contratos de Arrendamento)

Lease agreements in Portugal are governed by specific laws and regulations that protect the rights of both
landlords and tenants. Some key terms related to lease agreements include:

- Contrato de Arrendamento (Lease Agreement): A contract between a landlord and a tenant that defines
the terms and conditions of renting a property, including rent, duration, and obligations of the parties.

- Renda (Rent): The amount of money paid by the tenant to the landlord for the use and enjoyment of the
property.

- Despejo (Eviction): The legal process of removing a tenant from the property for non-payment of rent or
other breaches of the lease agreement.

5. Urban Planning and Development (Ordenamento do Territorio e Urbanismo)

Urban planning and development in Portugal are regulated by planning laws and regulations that control
the use of land and the construction of buildings. Some key terms related to urban planning and
development include:

- Plano Diretor Municipal (Municipal Master Plan): A local planning document that defines the rules and
guidelines for land use and development in a municipality.

- Licenca de Utilizagdo (Use Permit): The authorization granted by the local authorities for the use of a
property according to its intended purpose, such as residential, commercial, or industrial use.

- Violagdo do Plano Diretor (Violation of the Master Plan): Breach of the rules and regulations established in
the Municipal Master Plan, which can lead to fines, penalties, or even demolition of unauthorized
constructions.
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6. Legal Disputes and Litigation (Litigios e Contencioso)

Legal disputes related to property in Portugal can arise from various issues, such as ownership disputes,
breach of contract, or non-compliance with legal requirements. Some key terms related to legal disputes
and litigation include:

- Acgdo Judicial (Judicial Action): Legal proceedings initiated in court to resolve a dispute between parties,
such as a claim for ownership or damages.

- Execucdo de Sentenca (Enforcement of Judgment): The process of enforcing a court judgment, such as an
eviction order or a monetary award, against the losing party.

- Arbitragem (Arbitration): Alternative dispute resolution method where parties agree to submit their
dispute to an arbitrator for a binding decision outside the court system.

7. Challenges and Opportunities (Desafios e Oportunidades)

Navigating property law in Portugal presents both challenges and opportunities for individuals and
businesses involved in real estate transactions. Some of the key challenges and opportunities include:

- Complex Legal Framework: The intricate legal framework governing property rights and transactions can
be daunting for newcomers to the Portuguese real estate market.

- Investment Potential: Portugal's growing real estate market offers opportunities for investors looking to
capitalize on the country's economic growth and tourism boom.

- Legal Risks: Understanding and mitigating legal risks, such as title defects, zoning restrictions, or
contractual disputes, is crucial for successful real estate transactions in Portugal.

By mastering the key terms and vocabulary of property law in Portugal, you will be better equipped to
navigate the legal complexities of real estate transactions, avoid potential pitfalls, and seize opportunities in
the Portuguese property market.
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